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Biographical Note:  
Melvin Watts was born in Londonderry, NH and was the sixth generation of the Watts family to 
live on the homestead on Watts Road. He attended Manchester Central High, the Manchester 
Institute of Arts and Sciences, and Harvard University. He also served in the military during 
World War II in the U.S. Navy. Shortly after the war ended Watts came to work as the first 
curator at the Currier Museum of Art (then the Currier Gallery of Art) from 1946 to 1981.   
 
The capstone of his career at the Currier was the exhibition and accompanying catalog Eagles, 
Urns, and Columns: Decorative Arts of the Federal Period (1979). He committed himself to 
celebrating and promoting the history of his hometown and in 1956 helped found the  
Londonderry Historical Society, serving as its first president and the Londonderry town historian. 
 

Information for Researchers 
Access Restrictions: This collection is open for research. 
 
Use Restrictions: The Melvin E. Watts Records are the physical property of The Currier 
Museum of Art, Archives. The Museum holds literary rights only for material created by Museum 
personnel or given to the Museum with such rights specifically assigned. For all other material, 
literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. 
Researchers are responsible for obtaining permission from right holders for publication and for 
other purposes where stated. 
 
Preferred Citation: Melvin E. Watts Records, Currier Museum of Art, Archives 
 

Administration Information 
Processed By: Aimie Westphal, 2017 
 
Processing Note: 
The collection was found in alphabetical order by last name of the correspondent and then in 
reverse chronological order. Groupings were retained by removing paperclips and placing in 
folder inserts. One grouping was removed as it was pertaining to the object and was dated 
March 8, 1985, which is after Watts’ tenure at the Currier. It was transferred to the object file in 
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the registrar office, it contained the receipt from Gebelien Silversmith and an excerpt from a 
book about the artist Daniel Greenough.   
 
Arrangement Note:  
The collection is arranged in one series; Correspondence. The series is arranged alphabetically 
by last name of the correspondent then in reverse chronological order. Where applicable the 
name of the institution is used as the correspondent. Very few correspondents have more than 
one letter.  
 
Scope and Contents Note: 
The Melvin E. Watts Records are Watts’ correspondence from 1960 – 1974 while he was the 
curator of the Currier Museum of Art. The letters are predominantly business related, rarely 
straying from a dry tone of efficiency. Some letters from previous directors William Hutton and 
David Brooke are mixed in when they pertain to the subject of Watts’ letter. This appears to be 
due to the fact that the task was passed off to Watts.  
 

Container List 
Series I: Correspondence 
 
Box  Folder  Title 
1 A-K  Melvin E. Watts: Correspondence 
1 P-Y  Melvin E. Watts: Correspondence 


